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expressions, the letter continued : " If you wish to escape
violent treatment let an issue of coinage be struck in our
name in Egypt, and let the Khutbah be delivered also in our
name; and become our governor from Gaza to Egypt,
while we will rule from Syria to the Euphrates. But if you
do not obey us, then I will enter Egypt, and kill all the
Circassians there, ripping open those with child and destroying
the unborn." He made so great a display of grandeur and
power that may be God will desert him on account of his
excessive presumption.

When this letter was read to the Sultan he wept and was
terrified. The imported Memlooks had agreed that if the
emissary came up to the citadel they would fall upon him
with their swords, so he did not appear there. The contents
of Ibn 'Othman's communication soon became known among
the people, and led to great confusion. Everyone was on the
watch for Ibn 'Othman, saying : "As his emissaries came to
us when we did not expect them, so he may fall upon us
unexpectedly." People began to make strongholds for them-
selves in the neighbourhood of the city, where they might be
hidden if Ibn 'Othman entered Cairo. Others decided to take
their families to Upper Egypt, should his approach be con-
firmed. A story was circulated that Khair Bey, Governor
of Aleppo, who had rebelled and submitted to Ibn 'Othman,
[84] had written to some of the chief Amirs urging them to
tender their submission to Ibn 'Othman, extolling his virtues
and just treatment of his subjects, and assuring them that if
he came into Egypt they might all retain their posts and
salaries. All this was mere trickery and deceit to facilitate
Ibn 'Othman's entry into Egypt.

Then the Sultan proclaimed that the next issue of pay
would take place on Wednesday, the 23rd ; he sat on the dais
in his courtyard and the troops came up to receive it. Each
Memlook had thirty dinars and three months' pa.y, amounting
to twenty dinars ; but they threw it down before him and said,
" We will not start until we have received one hundred dinars